
WHAT IS IHMEC? 
 
IHMEC is a consortium of faculty and health care educators dedicated to international health education in 
U.S. and Canadian medical schools and residency programs.  Formed in 1991, its mission is to foste
international health medical educa tion in four program areas – curriculum, clinical training, caree
development, and international health education policy.  IHMEC is working to:  
 
• facilitate international educational experiences and exchanges for medical students and residents;  
 
• encourage the development of courses and curricula related to international health; 
 
• promote the sharing of resources and information about international health among the members; 
 
• facilitate the development of international health career tracks and short term work /service/learning 

opportunities for students, residents, and faculty;  
 
• develop appropriate positions on international medical education policy, including appropriate 

implementation strategies; 
 
• develop and maintain active collaborative liaison with other organizations with interests in 

international medical is an unheard of privilege. 
 
IHMEC members represent over 65 medical schools in the United States and Canada.  The IHMEC mailing 
list includes more than 1000 interested physicians and medical educators.  
 
The IHMEC listserve connects all members who have access to email, allowing them to share ideas, 
resources and elective sites with other members and to receive timely announcements and updates from the 
Secretariat and governing committees. 
 
IHMEC develops plans, programs, and policies through its elected Governing Council and standing 
committees for curriculum, communication, program, and liaison. 
 
Members participate in three general program areas: medical education policy; international health 
education electives and curriculum; and international health institutional partnerships.  
 
 
BENEFITS TO MEMBERS 
 
Sharing Expertise 

Members promote international health programs in their medical schools through collaboration 
with IHMEC colleagues, IHMEC committees, and program events at IHMEC’s annual national 
conference. 

 
Sharing Clinical Training Sites 

IHMEC links members to a network of faculty contacts and international clinical sites.  IHMEC is 
developing guidelines for site selection and evaluation.  
 

Sharing Information 
IHMEC’s quarterly newsletter IHMEC Update; the IHMEC members listserve; the mailing list 
and other publications help IHMEC members exchange information about: 

• Activities and innovations in international health medical education  
• Colleagues and contacts 
• New programs for students and residents 
• New funding opportunities for international health education 

 



Networking and Advocacy 
 IHMEC develops and maintains liaison with organizations with related interests.  
 
 
BECOMING A MEMBER 
 
Membership is open to faculty and program administrators involved in international health programs in 
U.S. and Canadian medical schools, residency programs or associated institutions. 
 
Membership can be: 
 
• Institutional:  $250 per year.  

Supports 4 voting members, may include one student and one resident 
 

• Individual:  $75 per yea . 
 
• Sustaining $250 per year.   

Agencies or institutions interested in international health medical education, but without institutional 
ties to a medical school, are welcome to become sustaining members of IHMEC. 

 
Associated Membership: Associate Membership is available to anyone who wishes to participate in 
IHMEC.  Medical students and residents are invited to become Associate Members.  Associates receive all 
benefits but have non-voting status. 
 
• Individ al Associates:  $75 per year.  
 
• Residents:  $25 per year.  
 
• Students:  $15 per year.  
 
 
HOW TO JOIN IHMEC 
 
For further information and application forms, click on to the IHMEC Homepage:  
www.unmc.edu/Community/ihmec/  or contact Michele Fulton at: 
 IHMEC Secretariat 
 Office of International Affairs 
 University of North Caroline at Chapel Hill 
 CD# 7403, Medical Building 52 
 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7403 
 Ph 919-962-0000; fax 919-962-1456 
 email:  ihmec@med.unc.edu 



Officers:  March 1999 – March 2001 
 
President 
 Jeffery E. Heck, MD 
 Director, International Health Program  
 Franciscan Hospital – Mt. Air Campus 
 University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
 2446 Kipling Avenue 
 Cincinnati, OH  45239 
 Phone/Fax: (513) 853-4351 / 541-3902 
 email: heckje@fmmail.uc.edu 
 
Past-President 
 Audrey Bernfield, M.A. 
 Director, Enrichment Programs, Room 235 
 Harvard Medical School 
 260 Longwood Ave. 
 Boston, MA 02115 
 Phone/Fax:  (617) 432-3181 / 432-1672 
 email:  abernfield@hms.harvard.edu 
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 Charles R. Kelley, MD 
 Associate Professor of Medicine 
 Wishard Hospital 
 Indiana University School of Medicine 
 1001 W. 10th St. – M200 
 Indianapolis, IN 46202 
 Phone/Fax: (317) 630-7019 / 630-7066 
 email:  chkelle@iupui.edu 
 
Executive Officer 
 Caroline S. Stuck, MP  
 Deputy Director 
 Office of International Affairs 
 University of North Caroline at Chapel Hill 
 CB# 7403, Medical Building 52 
 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7403 
 email:  cstuck@med.unc.edu 
 
Newsletter Editor 
 Sara E. Pirtle, MBA 
 International Studies and Programs 
 University of Nebraska Medical Cente  
 Omaha, NE 68198-5735 
 Phone/Fax: (402) 559-6414 / 559-2923 
 email: sepirtle@unmc.edu 
 
 2000 CONFERENCE: Vancouver, BC 
 March 23-26, 2000 
 
 2001 CONFERENCE: Honduras, Central America 
 February 22-25, 2001    


